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OUT-OF-SCHOOL CHILDREN INITIATIVE FACT SHEET

ALGERIAALL IN SCHOOL

1. Numbers and percentages of out-of-school children (2000-2013)1

2. The Five Dimensions of Exclusion2

1 UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS), World Bank and administrative data.
2 Ministry of Education, Department of Statistics and United Nations Population Division 2013. Refugees and stateless persons are excluded from the statistics.

Pre-primary out-of-school rates 
drop dramatically

Primary out-of-school rates 
down to around 1%

Lower secondary out-of-school 
rates down

Dimensions of Exclusion Dimension 1 Dimension 2 Dimension 3 Dimension 4 Dimension 5

Children of  
pre-primary school 
age who are not 
in pre-primary or 
primary school

Children of primary 
school age who are 
not in primary or 
secondary school

Children of lower 
secondary school 
age who are not 
in primary or 
secondary school

Children who are  
in primary school 
but at risk of 
dropping out

Children who are 
in lower secondary 
school but at risk 
of dropping out

#/% of children excluded 0.26 million
33%
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3%

0.15 million
7%

0.09 million
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0.41 million
15%

Dimension 5

Pre-primary
Primary

Dimension 1

Dimension 4

Dimension 2
Dimension 3

Lower secondary
Upper secondary

Out of school

At risk of dropping out

In school

100

80

60

40

20

0
 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Age

P
er

ce
n

ta
g

e 
(%

)

600

500

400

300

200

100

0

T
h

o
u

sa
n

d

 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

100

80

60

40

20

0

P
er

ce
n

ta
g

e 
(%

)

Primary

Pre-
primary

Pre-
primary

Primary

Lower 
secondary

Lower 
secondary

Out-of-school children

Number Per cent

7. Out-of-school children (Dimensions 2 and 3) by region7

7 Calculated from MICS 2012.
8 Extracted from survey and policy reports published between 2007 and 2012.
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8. Barriers and policies/strategies8

Policies/strategies

Barriers

National Plan of Action 
for Children (2008-2015) 

announced to strengthen 
early childhood education

A fifth of the state budget, 
or more than 7% of GDP, 
is spent on education

Preprimary class sizes 
usually exceed 30, 

while the maximum 
is supposed to be 25

International test scores 
are over 20% lower than 
the global average

In different provinces 
the pupil-teacher ratios 

range from 16 to 29 
for primary education, 
and 14 to 40 for lower 
secondary education

65% of teachers cite the 
overload of new 
programmes and 
teaching methods as a 
cause of repetition
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North Centre and Northwest have 
relatively high out-of-school 
children numbers

Highlands Centre, Highlands West 
and Northwest have relatively high 
out-of-school children percentages

4.3 – 5.2

3.5 – 4.2

Out of school %

2.2 – 3.4

North Centre Northeast

Northwest

Highlands Centre

Highlands East

Highlands West

South

Number of 
out-of-school children

< 20,000

20,001 – 30,000

30,001 – 40,000

> 40,000

< 2.1
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3. Classification of the out-of-school population (Dimensions 2 and 3) by school exposure3

3 Calculated from Ministry of Health and UNICEF data 2013.
4 Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) 2006 and 2012; administrative data 2013.

Close to half of primary school-aged
out-of-school children will enter 
school later

The majority of lower secondary 
school-aged out-of-school children 
enter school but drop out

Primary Lower secondary

20%

35%

45%

1%

80%

19%

4. Schooling pathways of school aged children4

Entered primary school

 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Percentage (%)

Did not enter 
primary school

98 2

Completed primary school Did not complete 
primary school

93 5

Entered lower secondary Did not enter 
lower secondary

93 1

Completed 
lower secondary

Did not complete 
lower secondary

44

Entered upper 
secondary

Did not enter 
upper secondary

44 0.3

Still attending 
lower secondary due 
to repetition or overage

32 17

Reference population: upper secondary age (15-17 years old)

The child labour 
rate increased 

from 4.3% in 2006 
to 6.3% in 2013

Repetition rate 
peaks at 27% in 
grade 1 of lower 

secondary 
education

Still in primary school due 
to repetition or overage

0.3

Left school

Likely to enter 
school in the future

Unlikely to ever 
enter school

5. Out-of-school children by background characteristics (Dimensions 2 and 3)5
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Out-of-school rates are also higher 
for girls, rural children, and children 
whose mothers are uneducated or absent

Lower secondary out-of-school 
rate for the poorest is 6 times 
higher than that for the richest

5 Calculated from MICS 2012. Uneducated mothers refer to those not finishing any formal education.
6 Calculated from MICS 2012 using multivariate logit regressions. Marginal effects are presented.

6. Cumulative out-of-school risk related to combined characteristics6
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A child with all four risk characteristics is more than 2 times as likely to be out-of-school at 
primary school age, and 3 times more likely to be out-of-school at lower secondary school age. 
Household wealth plays a critical role in school attendance for lower secondary-aged children.
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7. Out-of-school children (Dimensions 2 and 3) by region7

7 Calculated from MICS 2012.
8 Extracted from survey and policy reports published between 2007 and 2012.
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