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MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
OUT-OF-SCHOOL CHILDREN INITIATIVE FACT SHEET

SUDAN

1. Numbers and percentages of out-of-school children (2009-2011)1

2. The Five Dimensions of Exclusion2

1 Sudan Household Health Survey (SHHS) 2010 and Education Management Information System (EMIS).
2 Calculated from EMIS 2009 and 2010. Refugees and stateless persons are excluded from the statistics.
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Dimensions of Exclusion Dimension 1 Dimension 2 Dimension 3 Dimension 4 Dimension 5

Children of  
pre-primary school 
age who are not 
in pre-primary or 
primary school

Children of primary 
school age who are 
not in primary or 
secondary school

Children of lower 
secondary school 
age who are not 
in primary or 
secondary school

Children who are  
in primary school 
but at risk of 
dropping out

Children who are 
in lower secondary 
school but at risk 
of dropping out

#/% of children excluded 0.49 million
50%

1.97 million
37%

0.64 million
40%

0.53 million
15%

0.03 million
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3. Classification of the out-of-school population (Dimensions 2 and 3) by school exposure3

3 Calculated from Population Projections for 2010 and SHHS 2010.
4 Labour Force Survey 2011; Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) 2010; SHHS 2010.

One third of primary school-aged out-of-school 
children are unlikely to ever enter school. 
Over half of primary school-aged out-of-school 
children enter school late

Most lower secondary school-aged 
out-of-school children either drop 
out or are unlikely to ever go 
to school

Primary Lower secondary

Left school

Likely to enter 
school in the future

Unlikely to ever 
enter school

34%

13%

53%

43%
45%

12%

4. Schooling pathways of school aged children4

Entered primary school

 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Percentage (%)

Did not enter 
primary school

84 16

Completed primary school Did not complete 
primary school

54 7

Entered lower secondary Did not enter 
lower secondary

53 2

Completed 
lower secondary

Did not complete 
lower secondary

23

Entered upper 
secondary

Did not enter 
upper secondary

21 2

Still in primary school due 
to repetition or overage

23

Still attending 
lower secondary due 

to repetition or overage

28 2

Reference population: upper secondary age (14-16 years old)

90% of 
economically 

active children are 
out of school

One third of 
children in school 
are two or more 
years overage 

for their grades
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5. Out-of-school children by background characteristics (Dimensions 2 and 3)5
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Out-of-school rates are higher for girls, 
rural children and the poorest 20%

Out-of-school rates for children whose mothers 
are uneducated or absent are much higher than 
those living with an educated mother

5 Calculated from MICS 2010. Uneducated mothers refer to those not finishing any formal education.
6 Calculated from MICS 2010 using multivariate logit regressions. Marginal effects are presented.

6. Out-of-school risk related to combined characteristics6
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Risk of lower secondary out of school

3.5
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2.1

5.8
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10.5

3.7

77.0

A child with all four risk characteristics is 40 times more likely to be out of school at 
primary school age, and 13 times more likely to be out of school at lower secondary school 
age. Mother’s education level plays a critical role in school attendance.
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 Boy Girl ✓ Girl ✓ Girl ✓ Girl ✓
 Urban Urban Rural ✓ Rural ✓ Rural ✓
 Non-poorest Non-poorest Non-poorest Poorest ✓ Poorest ✓
 Mother educated Mother educated Mother educated Mother educated Mother uneducated/absent ✓

47.3

ALL IN SCHOOL



7. Out-of-school children (Dimensions 2 and 3) by state7

7 SHHS 2010.
8 Extracted from survey and policy reports published between 2008- 2013.
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Kassala, North Kordofan and 
South Darfur have relatively high 
numbers of out-of-school children

Blue Nile, Kassala and West Darfur 
have relatively high percentages 
of out-of-school children

45 – 50

36 – 44

14 – 25

Out of school %

26 – 35

UNICEF Middle East and North Africa 
Regional Office
Email: menaoosci@unicef.org
www.oosci-mena.org

8. Barriers and policies/strategies8

Policies/strategies

Barriers

Sub-sector strategic 
plan for the education 

of nomads updated 
for 2013 -2016

The Alternative 
Learning Programme 
helps out-of-school 

children catch up and 
get back to school

Annual enrolment 
campaigns

Nomadic culture 
encourages 

early marriage 
(10-13 years old)

50% of 
households consider 
school cost, cultural 
reasons or school 
distance as the top 

barriers to attendance

63% of teachers 
cite lack of adequate 

provision of education 
services and facilities 
as the main reason 
for non-enrolment

Public spending 
on education has been 

low, ranging from 
1.3% to 2.7% of GDP
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Blue Nile

North Kordofan
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Number of 
out-of-school children

< 20,000

20,001 – 120,000
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> 200,000


