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Summary
Bangladesh has made good progress in primary school enrolment, 
yet more than 4 million children aged 6-10 years (23 per cent 
of the age group) remained out of school in 2011. Of those 
children, 2 million (11 per cent) had never been to school; some 
1.9 million (10 per cent) started schooling late; and about 400,000 
(2 per cent) were dropouts. Out-of-school children were found in 

in Bandarban, Sunamganj, Bhola, Netrokona and Cox’s Bazar 

out of school children of primary school age is about 27 per cent.  
Bangladesh must ensure that all out-of-school children secure their 

This policy brief examines the prevalence of out-of-school 

children into school.  

• 

causes of out-of-school children; 

• 

Project (PESP) and School Feeding Programme (SFP), and 

to match the opportunity and private costs of schooling 
children from poor families;

• Expand and coordinate income- and employment 

areas such as char, haor and the coastal belt where the 

• Implement appropriate measures to improve inclusiveness 
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). 

Table 1: Trends in prevalence (in per cent) of Out-of-School Children (aged 6-10 
years) by age and category, Bangladesh, 2006 -2011

Age/category MICS1 2006 MICS 2009 HIES2 2010 Census 2011
By age
6 years 30 23 35 53
7 years 15 18 14 21
8 years 9 13 8 13
9 years 9 12 6 11
10 years 12 15 8 13
 Total (6-10 years) 19 19 15 23
By category

school
9 12 6 11

Dropouts 3 3 2 2
Late school entrants 7 4 7 10
Total 19 19 15 23

The extent of the problem
7 

of the children in this age group, are out of school in Bangladesh3. Among 
these, about 2 million (11 per cent of this age group), have never been to 
school. About 1.9 million (10 per cent) entered school late, while about 0.4 

6-10 years old in Bangladesh is out of school because he or she was either 
never enrolled, dropped out or entered late. MICS 2012-13 results show 
that the rate of out of school children of primary school age is about 27 per 
cent - 29 per cent for boys and 24 per cent for girls4.

8 

Even in the best performing districts, about 15 per cent of the children 
aged 6-10 years are out of school.

1 
2 Household Income and expenditure Survey (HIES)
3 

More than 4 million 
children aged 6-10 

of the children in 
this age group, are 
out of school in 
Bangladesh.

Even in the best 
performing districts, 
about 15 per cent 
of the children aged 
6-10 years are out 
of school.

4 BBS, and UNICEF, Bangladesh Mul ple Indicator Cluster Survey 2012-13, Progo r Pathey: Final Report, (Dhaka: Bangladesh 
Bureau of Sta s cs and United Na ons Children’s Fund, 2015).
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